The Crane Project; What is It? From Judy Dunn’s website
This project uses the symbol of peace and of long life to tell the story of loss in Iraq. The soldiers who lost their life in Iraq, the citizens of Iraq who died as a result of the conflict, the journalist covering the war who were killed doing their jobs. Different parties, with different interests. But all human beings, with lives ended too soon for those who love them and knew them.

Polymer clay cranes are being folded, with information about each individual, for the soldiers. They will be hung in strands to represent each week in the war, in order to present the passage of time, as well as a visual representation of their numbers.

Waxed paper cranes are being folded by volunteers across the country. These cranes will represent the Iraqis who have lost their lives. A count by the Iraq Body Count project is shown below. This is considered to be a conservative estimate.

Cranes will also be folded from newspaper stories about the war to represent journalists who lost their lives in Iraq. Without journalists telling the story, we would know even less about the cost of war.

This project has not yet found a home. If you have a place to exhibit it, please contact me. I would love to see it in multiple locations, eventually.

If you would like to help with folding cranes, please contact me, and I will be happy to give you whatever guidance or other support you might need. This project is dependent upon the help of others to complete the massive numbers of paper cranes that need to be folded. Consider folding a crane as a way of honoring a life, and of making a contribution to a larger statement about the cost of war.

Finally, if you are able to help financially support this project, please make a donation using the website: http://thecraneproject.blogspot.com/.

Youtube videos:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyHFCYHJa0w and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckf4uNJsVQc 

On-line animation of folding a paper crane:

 http://www.origami.org.uk/07/crane/orono%20school/origamicrane-orono.swf 

Fold Cranes for the Project

If you want to help out and fold waxed paper cranes to contribute to the project, your help will be truly appreciated. Use waxed paper or deli paper, cut into a 4" square. No need to do the final step of opening out the wings. They mail better flat!

Crane(s) can be mailed to:

The Crane Project
P.O. Box 2924
Acton, MA 01720-6924

One crane. Ten cranes. One hundred cranes. Or one thousand cranes. Any and all contributions will be appreciated. Your effort and energy will make the project richer and better.

Thanks!

Judy has graciously posted this information on YouTube. If you profit from the tutorial, she has asked for a donation to the Crane project, either of funds or of waxed paper cranes, to support her goal of completing cranes for all of the troops, contractors, civilians, and journalists who have been killed in the war.

The folding diagram is from the following site:

http://www.origami-fun.com/origami-crane.html

Supplies:

I package of clay

Fresh or recently re-conditioned cane(s) to decorate the clay sheet

Corn starch (or other release agent)

Preparing your sheet:

· Condition clay

· Roll it out to the thickest setting of your pasta machine, then takie it down one  setting at a time to a #3 (or 3rd thickest setting)

· Lay very thin clay slices out on the sheet and roll over slightly to adhere them

· Trim down to a rough square at least the size of your final square (e.g. 6”x6”) 

· Roll this through the pasta machine at #2, going down a setting at a time and rotating the sheet 90( each time to preserve the proportions of your cane slices, down to be about 1mm in thickness (~ #6)

· Cut around your square template to get your sheet. It must be square to make your folds come out, so precision at this point helps.

· Dust the sheet with cornstarch on your top or decorated side
(you can make a pounce by gathering several layers of cheesecloth together with a rubber band and then dabbing that into a dish of cornstarch). You should be able to see it on the clay, but it should not be a thick coating.

Doing the folds:

· Bring the top right corner down to the lower left corner diagonally and gently patting along that fold (don’t press too hard)

· Open it up and flip it over.

· Dust the back of the sheet as with the first

· Do two light mountain folds, one horizontal and one vertical, as guides.

· Keeping pattern side down, turn it so that one of the corners is pointing toward you (it should look like a diamond shape).

· Bring the left and right corners of the diamond down to the bottom point closest to you. This should also bring the top point down to the bottom. Do NOT press down to make the folds sharp at this point. The folds should be gentle and curved still.

· Skip the steps where you fold the lower edges to the center if you are following a regular paper folding diagram (steps 4 + 5). You do not need to make that crease since the clay will be more malleable than paper when it comes to doing the later fold that this would support.

· Pull the top point up away from you gently, bringing the lower edges toward the center line. Ease the clay down along that center line, trying to stretch it as little as possible. 

· Flip the piece over and repeat the step of taking the bottom point up. You should end up with a long narrow diamond shape on both sides. The point with the split at the center will be the head and tail. The opposite point will become the wings.

· On the separated end (for the head and tail), bring the long edge of the diamond in to the center on both left and right sides.

· Flip the crane over and repeat bringing the long edges in to the center.

· Gently pat the creases in place, not pressing too hard.

· Shape the ends slightly if needed to get clean points.

· Bring up the head and tail by opening up the side space and bringing the long point up at an angle, then close the side back up and press lightly . Repeat on the other side for the tail.

· Do an inverted fold to create the head by pushing in at the center to create a reverse fold

· Smooth any small cracks along the edges of the folds.

· Now press the folds to define the edges of the wings, tail, etc. to smooth and shape your crane

· Press the bottom together to provide a more stable base for the crane to sit on and push down (gently!) on the very center diamond to make a small square between the wings, tail, and head. Pull the wings slightly to help the clay ease down in the center.

· When you put it in the oven, support the wings to keep it from drooping by putting it in a muffin cup, round cookie cutter, or oval cookie cutter tin.

· Bake for 45 minutes at the recommended temperature for your clay, in a preheated oven.

